EPILOGUE

principle of the exclusive control of interstate and
foreign commerce by Congress.1

Still, until the eve of the Civil War, the theory
of the Constitution held by the great body of the
people, North as well as South, was that it was
a compact of States. Then in December, 1860,
South Carolina announced her secession from the
Union. Buchanan's message of the same month
performed the twofold service of refuting secession
on State Rights principles and of demonstrating,
albeit unwittingly, how impossible it was prac-
tically to combat the movement on the same prin-
ciples. Lincoln brought the North back to Mar-
shall's position when he remarked in his Inaugu-
ral Address: "Continue to execute all the express
provisions of our National Constitution, and the
Union will endure forever."

The Civil War has been characterized as "an
appeal from the judgments of Marshall to the
arbitrament of war." Its outcome restored the
concept of the National Government as a ter-
ritorial sovereign, present within the States by
the superior mandate of the American People,
and entitled to "execute on every foot of Ameri-
can soil the powers and functions that belong to

1 Cooley vs. the Board of Wardens, 12 Howard, 299.